classrooms ac?ﬁss the country, children
discuss the weather. But instead of us-
ing words like sunny, cloudy, or rainy,
consider the following prompt:

w]osé, which big, bold,
and beautiful words can you use
to describe the weather today?
Yesterday, Lola told us that the
ky was bluer than her sky blue
berry ice pop. The day before,
ika told us the rain was
ggn,p and misty, like a
big fat dmosaur-'trylng tears.

By adding fanciful language to dai-
ly routines and conversations, teachers
an help children expand their think-
s skills, vocabulary, and creativity as

ey describe the world around them in
new ways.

Start a list of great descriptive words
to hang near your morning meeting

. . . rug and in your learning centers. Use

Four-year-old Taylor is the weather person of the day. During morning them throughout the day during activi-

meeting she carefully draws a big sun on the weather card and, in her most ties, transitions, and routines. Add to ,j

grown-up voice, announces, “The weather today has a sparkly, shiny sun the list as the children use new and
’ ’ ’ wonderful words of their own. We've i

outside. And it'’s much betier than the muddy sky with the whipped cream included some words to get you going. '

clouds we had yesterday.”
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Q spzne characters illustrator (illustra-

" genre, rhyme, rhythm, alliteration,

-architect, symmetrical, balance,

sfunctional, dimension, vehicle, to make a gﬁg&!‘ﬁﬁl@ jet plane.

When children are exposed to fanciful
language in one experience, many can easily
apply it in other centers and at other times as
well. When children regularly hear and begin
using these delicious words, their appetite

grows for creative descriptions.

tions), resolve (resolution), intention,

summarize, dramatize, fable, fic-
tion, nonfiction, biography, research,
quote, text, definition

® | used three of those curvy €Y nders, some
giant hollow blocks, and little cube blocks @

structure, foundation, skyscraper,

transport, angle, unit (double, quad,
and other names for blocks), column,
tower, accessible, scaffolding,
excavation, blueprints, steeple

.Dramatlc play

" domestic, relatives, ingre-
dients, recipe, boil (knead,

o :

§ +sift, and other non-basic

4 palette, hue variation, technique, cooking terms), accessories

i 7

’ marbleized, adhesive (adhere), frame, _ (accessorize), utensil, platter,
.symmetry, critical, perspective, indigo * espresso, memo, fashionable,

(fuchsia and other non-basic colors),
landscape, detail, masterpiece, gal-
lery, magnificent, gorgeous, exquisite

skillet, feast, buffet

Housekeeping

e
)

e
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Ten Ways te Support Vocabulary Deﬁeiopment

B Create an atmosphere in which children hear and use lots & Connect language to thinking; invite children to describe
of interesting words. size and amounts, make comparisons, define sets, and

. i ing.
B Expose children to lots of new and rich vocabulary explain reasoning

throughout the day. . & Talk with children about synonyms and definitions.
B Use investigations and th»emés to introduce new B Link new vocabulary to learning centers and include mate-
. words. rials in centers that spark new vocabulary and thinking.
: B Use books, poems, and songs to introduce new # Use the morning message to introduce new and colorful
vocabulary. vocabulary.
:  ® Use a variety of words for common objects (trash, garbage, & Help children link new words to familiar words and use
litter). new words frequently.

b A 4

o Water and sand table *I'm making a tunnel in the sand so the
< ‘measure, dépth, volume, sift, funnel, \ bear can EFEE@E*H&'@@. Do'bears dream,
“, container, gradually, fluid, texture, Teacher? 1 @stirmate he will sleep for @ @
rapidly, consistency, grain, gauge, 100 days. That’s a lot of dreams!
tepid, estimate, countless, sensory,
permeable, integrated, saturation,
delicious, creamy, refreshment,

appetizing, tasty

e

? | think the sun is a BE@PG.
it S It makes everyone feel calm *
frigid, misty, gloomy, gray, hazy, and warm inside. Today is just

oW . stormy, drizzling, crystal clear, balmy, e I a 1 kv d
Manipulatives * wspectacular, atmosphere, stupendous, a .@ ystal c ear blue sky day,
with the sun making every-

~classify, seriate, differentiate, exhilarating, sloshy, veil, wisp, vigor-
one warm and sunny.

. similar, actually, pattern, challenge, ous, cumulous, Fahrenheit, meteo-
scube (pyramid, octagon and other rologist, climate, degree, condensa-
non-basic 2- and 3-dimensional tion, precipitation, drought, forecast,
shapes), create, attributes, cohesive humid

jﬁﬁl}reakfast/qnack/lunchtime

.ihgredients,icutlery, condiments,

“nutritious, scrumptious, entrée, delec-
table, digestion, place setting, platter,
flatware, trivet, robust, metabolism,
protein, carbohydrates, poultry

6§ The yard was so S!@Shy coming
into school today. It was like walk-
ing in this soup, and the grass could be
like green noodles. 1 think § §
we need a daﬂ@ughﬁ
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